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The National Curriculum Framework, 2005, recommends that children’s life at

school must be linked to their life outside the school. This principle marks a

departure from the legacy of bookish learning which continues to shape our

system and causes a gap between the school, home and community. The

syllabi and textbooks developed on the basis of NCF signify an attempt to

implement this basic idea. They also attempt to discourage rote learning and

the maintenance of sharp boundaries between different subject areas. We hope

these measures will take us significantly further in the direction of a child-

centred system of education outlined in the National Policy on Education

(1986).

The success of this effort depends on the steps that school principals and

teachers will take to encourage children to reflect on their own learning and to

pursue imaginative activities and questions. We must recognise that given

space, time and freedom, children generate new knowledge by engaging with

the information passed on to them by adults. Treating the prescribed textbook

as the sole basis of examination is one of the key reasons why other resources

and sites of learning are ignored. Inculcating creativity and initiative is possible

if we perceive and treat children as participants in learning, not as receivers of a

fixed body of knowledge.

These aims imply considerable change in school routines and mode of

functioning. Flexibility in the daily time-table is as necessary as rigour in

implementing the annual calendar so that the required number of teaching

days are actually devoted to teaching. The methods used for teaching and

evaluation will also determine how effective this textbook proves for making

children’s life at school a happy experience, rather than a source of stress or

boredom. Syllabus designers have tried to address the problem of curricular

burden by restructuring and reorienting knowledge at different stages with

greater consideration for child psychology and the time available for teaching.

The textbook attempts to enhance this endeavour by giving higher priority and

space to opportunities for contemplation and wondering, discussion in small

groups, and activities requiring hands-on experience.

NCERT appreciates the hard work done by the textbook development

committee responsible for this book. We wish to thank the Chairperson of the

advisory group at the primary level, Professor Anita Rampal and the Chief

Advisor for this book, Professor R. Lalitha Eapen (CIEFL, Hyderabad) for

guiding the work of this committee. Several teachers contributed to the

development of this textbook; we are grateful to their principals for making this

Foreword
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possible. We are indebted to the institutions and organisations which have

generously permitted us to draw upon their resources, material and personnel.

We are especially grateful to the members of the National Monitoring

Committee, appointed by the Department of Secondary and Higher Education,

Ministry of Human Resource Development under the Chairpersonship of

Professor Mrinal Miri and Professor G.P. Deshpande, for their valuable time

and contribution. As an organisation committed to the systemic reform and

continuous improvement in the quality of its products, NCERT welcomes

comments and suggestions which will enable us to undertake further revision

and refinement.

National Council of Educational

Research and Training

Director

New Delhi

20 November 2006
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4

4 5

POT

Hippopotamus

Let’s listen and sing

Let’s write

4

Brush, brush, brush your teeth,

Brush them every day.

Father, mother, brother, sister

Brush them every day.

Comb, comb, comb your hair,

Comb it every day.

Father, mother, brother, sister

Comb it every day.

Wash, wash, wash your face,

Wash it every day.

Father, mother, brother, sister

Wash it every day.

How many words can you

make using letters from

the word in the picture?

One has been done for you.
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HALDI’S ADVENTURE

9

One morning, as Haldi walked to

school, she met a giraffe. The

giraffe wore big glasses and held a book in his hand.

He smiled and said, “Good morning,

Haldi.”

Haldi looked up at him. “I’m sorry

to stare,” she said, “but I have never

met a giraffe like you.”

“My name is Smiley,”

said the giraffe.

“Whenever you see

me, you will

smile.”

Haldi was

surprised and

happy too.

Then she

remembered
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Let’s sing

Ding-dong!

Ding-dong!

All the bells are ringing:

Ding-dong!

Ding-dong!

It’s a holiday.

Ding-dong!

Ding-dong!

All the bells are singing:

Ding-dong!

Ding-dong!

Let’s go out and play.

BELLS

14 15

4

4Fill in the blanks with ‘before’ or ‘after’.

_________ eating food, I wash my hands.

_________ reaching school, I sit in class.

_________ eating food, I wash my mouth.

_________ reaching home, I do my homework.

– Margaret Russell
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The words , ,   are rhyming words.
Now colour the words that rhyme with –

Let’s sing

4

Rain on the green grass,
Rain on the tree,
And rain on the housetop
But not upon me.

away day play  
 

60

pin

dot
brown

spot

spin

frown

clown

gown

pot

crown drown

hot

tin
cot

fin

b
lu

e

yellowred

not
down

in

Let’s write

4Look at these pictures and fill in the blanks
from the words in the box.

river pond sea lake

The ship is sailing on the
_______________ .

The _______________flows  
from the mountain.

The duck is swimming in 
the ________________ .

The frog lives in the 
_______________ .

61
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64 65

4

4

4

4

I heard thunder

roll roll roll.

I heard rain fall

fall fall.

I heard

water drip drip drip.

It was the

biggest storm

Sunu-sunu had

ever been in.

And do you know what?

Sunu-sunu didn’t get wet! Do you know why?

snail, dark, feelers, storm, lightning, thunder

Gadaam! Gudoom!

Gadaam! Gudoom!

Sittasitta!

Pittapitta! Sittasitta!

Pittapitta!

Plip! Plip! Plip! Plip!"

Ooo! Ooo! Shay! Shay!

Zzzak! Zzzak! Gadaam! Gudoom!

Sittasitta! Pittapitta! Sittasitta! Pittapitta! Plip!

Plip! Plip! Plip!

– Sandhya Rao

New words
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Reading is fun

Let’s talk

4

4

4

4

Answer the questions

Who was Sunu-sunu?

Who was Sunu-sunu visiting?

Where were the ants hiding?

Did Sunu-sunu get wet?

Do you go for morning walks?

Have you ever seen ants in the garden?

Watch and see where they go and what they

carry to their holes.

Do you know why you see snails and earthworms

after it rains? Sit in a group and discuss.

Answer:Because their homes in the ground get filled with water.

Team time
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Let’s sing

Out in the garden each fine day,

With my ball, I like to play;

I bounce my ball, I bounce my ball,

I bounce my ball on each fine day.

Out in the garden each fine day,

With my kite I like to play;

I fly my kite, I fly my kite,

I fly my kite on each fine day.

66 67

4
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Teacher's Pages
Unit-4

68 69

The idea in , is to further assist children to build their imagination by

listening carefully, reading, speaking and writing sentences.

If the breathing exercises have been introduced as suggested in Unit 2, the

children would gradually have learnt to stay calm. Now is the time to show

them how to sit with their eyes closed as if in a thinking pose. Read the poem

slowly and loudly two or three times so that they can take in the beauty of

nature and also be a part of it. Then ask them to open their eyes and read the

text with proper voice modulation. Now encourage them to recite it with

proper actions and gestures.

Play the recorded sounds/use class facility.

Jingling of bells can be brought to class.

Gurgling of river water – pour water and make swishing sounds.

Make sound boxes by using material like salt, pulses and pebbles. Put

them in a box or cans which you can shake. Children can also be asked

to listen to the

— honking of a horn

— banging of a door

— ticking of a clock

If you cannot record the sounds, then think of common sounds that you can

create in the classroom. Ask the students to close their eyes while you make

the sounds. Ask them which sound it is. Introduce the English word for that

sound like soft, hard, low, loud. Let the children say what they feel the

‘sound’ sounds like.

Unit 4

Developing listening skills

For listening skills

?

?

?
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4

4

4

4

Fill in the blanks with the correct word.

I read a funny story of a funny rabbit. One

day, a nut ________ (fell/fall) on his head. He

thought that the sky _____ (is/was) falling. So,

he _____ (go/went) to tell the King. On the

way, he met different animals. All of them

_________ (join/joined) him. At last, they

_______ (meet/met) a clever fox. It took them to

a forest and ________ (eat/ate) them all up.

Rearrange these words to form sentences –

1. on/Funny Bunny/fell/a/nut/one day.

__________________________________________

2. falling/down/the/sky/is/said/Funny

Bunny.

__________________________________________

3. King/I/must/the/tell.

__________________________________________

4. lives/here/the/King.

__________________________________________

84 85
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Mr. Nobody

91

Reading is fun

Let’s talk

Let’s share

4

4

4

4

4

4

Who is Mr. Nobody?

Has anyone ever seen him?

Is there a Mr. Nobody in your house?

Have you ever done something naughty?

What did you do?

What did you say?

Sometimes you want to look and find things for

yourself. ick ( ) those that you did. ell your friends.T T?

I tried to see why the

clock ticked.

I went out of the house at

night to see the stars.

I climbed a tree to

look into a nest.

I climbed on

a stool to find biscuits.

Unit-6
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middle size bowl for 
Mama Bear and a tiny 
little bowl for Baby 
Bear.

Curlylocks was 
hungry. She ate the 
porridge from the 
big bowl. It was 
very hot. She ate 
from the middle size 
bowl. It was too cold. She ate from the tiny 
little bowl. It was just right.

Curlylocks ate up all the porridge. Then 
she went to the bedroom.

There was a big bed for 
Papa Bear, a middle 
size bed for Mama 
Bear and a tiny 
little bed for 
Baby Bear.

The big 
bed was very 

97

Curlylocks and the Three Bears

Once there was a girl 
with curly hair. Her 
name was 
Curlylocks. One 
day, she went into 
the forest near 
her house. She 
saw a cottage.

“Is anybody 
in?” she asked.

There was 
nobody. The Bear 
family lived in the 
cottage. They 
had gone for a 
walk.

Curlylocks went in. She wanted to see who 
lived there.

She saw three bowls of porridge on the 
table. There was a big bowl for Papa Bear, a 

96
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middle size bowl for 
Mama Bear and a tiny 
little bowl for Baby 
Bear.

Curlylocks was 
hungry. She ate the 
porridge from the 
big bowl. It was 
very hot. She ate 
from the middle size 
bowl. It was too cold. She ate from the tiny 
little bowl. It was just right.

Curlylocks ate up all the porridge. Then 
she went to the bedroom.

There was a big bed for 
Papa Bear, a middle 
size bed for Mama 
Bear and a tiny 
little bed for 
Baby Bear.

The big 
bed was very 

97

Curlylocks and the Three Bears

Once there was a girl 
with curly hair. Her 
name was 
Curlylocks. One 
day, she went into 
the forest near 
her house. She 
saw a cottage.

“Is anybody 
in?” she asked.

There was 
nobody. The 
Bear family lived in 
the cottage. They 
had gone for a 
walk.

Curlylocks went in. She wanted to see who 
lived there.

She saw three bowls of porridge on the 
table. There was a big bowl for Papa Bear, a 

96
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102 103

4

4

4

The Bear family went for a walk before dinner.

Somebody came in. Look at what they did!

Write about all the things kept in the wrong places.

A ball ________ Papa Bear’s plate.

A flower ________ Mama Bear’s plate.

A plant _________ Baby Bear’s chair.

What else do you see in the picture?

___________________________________________

4

4

4

2021-22



2021-22



2021-22



2021-22



Reading is fun

4

4

Say aloud

How many windows does the house have in
this poem?

Where do the marigolds grow?

draw drain drip

brown brain brick

three throw thread

grow grapes grey

Let’s listen

4Every room becomes dirty if not cleaned. Let’s
clean our classroom while singing this poem.

I’m going to sweep the dirt away,
I’m going to sweep the dirt away,
I’m going to sweep the dirt away.
Woosh, woosh, woosh.

– Rose Fyleman

106

Let’s write

These are the two rooms of the house. Colour
them. Based on this activity, complete the
paragraphs –

This is my _______. 

It has ____ window. 

The colour of my 

bed is ___________. 

There are _________ 

pictures on the 

wall.

This is a _________. 

It has ____________ 

in  it.  We  watch 

_____________ here. 

It has ____________ 

curtains.   It  has 

____________ table.

107
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4

knife knives

Change from singular to plural by adding

and .

hero _________ fly ________ wolf ______

potato ___________ lady ________ loaf ______

Can you crawl like a baby?

Crawl... crawl... crawl...

Can you hop like a grasshopper?

Hop... hop... hop...

Can you zoom like an  aeroplane?

Zoom... zoom... zoom...

For example:

es, ies ves

baby babiesbuffalo buffaloes

Fun time

Make it Shorter

110 111
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4

4

4

4

112 113

No one knew what to do. Each minister looked

at the line and was puzzled.

No one could think of any way to make it

longer. No one could think of how it could be made

shorter without erasing it.

Birbal started smiling. When it was his turn,

he went near the line.

Birbal drew a longer line under the

first one. He didn’t touch the first line.

Everyone in the court saw

what he drew and

said – “That’s true.

The first line is

shorter now!”

order, rub, puzzle, erase, court

Discuss with your partner what Birbal would do.

Now read further –

New words

2021-22



Reading is fun

Say aloud

4

4

4

4

What did Akbar order one day?

What did each minister do?

How did Birbal make the line shorter?

Which letters cannot be heard when we say

these words?

short shorter

bright brighter

dark darker

light lighter

big bigger

fast faster

112 113
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“Oh! I would love to come

along,” replied Furry.

So off went the three

together to become

Mumbai musicians.

Soon they met

Cuckoo, the cock.

“I love music and wish

to join your band.”

They all

reached

a house

with a

light.

They

were tired

and hungry. They peeped

in through the window

and saw a table with

delicious food. They

decided to sing to let the

people inside know that

they were musicians.

130 131
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“Oh! I would love to come 
along,” replied Furry.

So off went the three     
together to become    

Mumbai musicians.
Soon they met 

Cuckoo, the cock. 
“I love music and wish 
to join your band.”

They all 
reached a 
house 
with a 
light. 

They 
were tired 

and hungry. They peeped 
in through the window 
and saw a table with 
delicious food. They 
decided to sing to let the 
people inside know that 

they were musicians.

They sang. The people inside thought that ghosts 
had come to scare them. They ran away as fast as 
they could!

Goopu, Doopu and Furry went into the house and 
ate the food, till they could eat no more.

tired, musician, peeped, delicious, ghosts, scare
New words

130 131

– Adapted from The Bremen Town Musicians
by Grimm
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147

A Picnic

This is a family picnic scene. Give names to all the

people. Look at the picture and make sentences

using phrases given in the box.

2021-22



147

eating food together, picking up wrappers or

waste papers, serving food, playing football,

talking to elderly people, fishing with grandfather
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155

We must try to make 
him go for a walk 
with us and do some 
exercise in the park!

I can see grandpa’s 
friends. Let us talk 
to them!

Grandpa, your friends 
are here. Talk to them 
while we play. They 
have missed you!

4

5

6

154

Loving Grandfather

“Ever since grandpa fell 
down and sprained his 
arm, he has changed!”

“He has become very 
quiet. He does not even 
speak to us!”

He does not 
even go out!”

1

2

3

“He keeps sleeping 
the whole day. He 
is very sad!

Thank you, my children, 
for taking me out in the 
fresh air. It’s been a long 
time I have been with my 
friends or for a walk.

Grandpa loved to go 
for walks. He loved to 
do his exercises!

2021-22
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Strange Talk

161

New words

instead, lack, sty, kennel, row, meant

A little pig lived in a sty,

As fat as he could be,

And when he asked for dinner

He cried aloud, “Wee-wee.”

Three pups lived in a kennel,

And loved to make a row,

And when they meant, “May we go out?”

They said, “Bow-wow! Bow-wow!”

If all these animals talked as much

As little girls and boys,

And all of them tried to speak at once,

Wouldn’t it make a noise?
– L.E. Yates

Unit-10
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173

4

4

Under picture sentences describe what each

person/animal is doing. Under picture write

down what each is doing.

Use the words ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘it’, ‘they’ instead of a lady,

a man, two girls and a dog.

A

B

172

A B

A lady is .

A man is .

Two girls are .

A dog is .

cycling

running

playing

sleeping

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________
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Teacher's Pages
Unit-10

174

Unit 10 is the culmination of an attempt to understand that one of the major skills of

learning language is communication. Speech is one of the most important means of

communication.

The greater the child’s mastery over words, the richer the ability to communicate in the

new language.

More sounds of animals through stories and poems can be discussed.

Children should be encouraged to listen carefully. We should be good listeners as well as

good speakers.

The value that comes out of the story has to be subtly put to

the children in such a way that they realise the worth of hard work, the pleasures of hard

work and the comfort it offers. Laziness, which is a negative trait here, should be

discouraged, thus emphasising on the positive note which is hard work.

You can attempt a small dramatisation too with just a few dialogues.

The teacher is to familiarise the children with words like , , , . The children

can use these words with any nouns.

In the section the answers may vary from clothing and food, to the change

they notice in nature. The teacher can give the above words as clues.

Explain to children about words used for framing questions

Example: , , , , , .

Enhance the concept of correct spellings. More exercises can be given to improve their

vocabulary.

The method used in language development may vary from state to state, school to school

and teacher to teacher.

– the child is introduced to the common sounds of the letters, thus enabling

her/him to learn to read by synthesising the consecutive sounds in a word i.e. reading is to

be done by the teacher in a correct letter-sound relationship. Do remember that the age-old

methods of rote learning are not very effective. Create a holistic development of children, let

them learn and experience the poems and the stories, and let them derive their own

meanings and endings. Give the children opportunities to move beyond the text and engage

in creative exercises.

The Grasshopper and the Ant
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